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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass; which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 


Ca Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





Ecclesiastical Fabrics 
Liturgical Colors 
GOLD BROCADES LINENS 


Bandings — Emblems Ecclesiastical Trimmings 
(Prompt Deliveries) 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


*“*The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





A Select Gift for Any Person for Any Occasion 


Infant of Prague Gift Package — containing a beautiful ever-sharp 
pencil with an image of the Miraculous Infant; a booklet with explana- 
tion of the devotion, accounts of favors, and prayers; a chaplet, with 
directions for praying; a blessed medal, attractively mounted; picture 
and leaflets. All enclosed in a gift box, with card bearing sender’s 
greetings. An unusually pleasing gift for only $1.50, prepaid. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Confession, Direction, Particular Examen for Religious 
by Rev. Leo Pyzalski, C.SS.R. 
Intructions on frequent confession, the daily particular examen 
and spiritual direction for all souls striving for perfection. An accept- 
able gift for any occasion. 262 pages. Price, $1.00. 


Order From: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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For ONE Subscription 


Picture of St. Benedict — Sepia printy (not as here illustrated), 
portraying the saint with a crozier, a copy of the Holy Rule and a 
chalice, from which issues a serpent, symbolizing a famous miracle. 
7 x 10 inches. OR:— 

Infant of Prague Torpedo Pencil — Consists of a white plastic 
pencil holder, bearing an image of the Divine Infant in blue, with the 
inscription: The more you honor Me, the more I will bless you, together 
with pencil that may be inserted two ways for writing, and eraser. Or: 

Booklet — Choice of: ‘‘Devotion to the Precious Blood” or ‘‘Good 
St. Anne” or “St. Benedict, the Beloved of God.” OR:— 

Assorted Bookmarks — Packet of verses, spiritual and consoling 
thoughts and maxims. OR: — ‘ 

Immaculate Heart of Mary — An inspiring holy-card size picture 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, richly colored. 


For THREE Subscriptions 


Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti —— An edifying biography vivid- 
ly portraying the profound humility, ardent charity and wonderful 
life of this holy Benedictine Lay Sister, whose intercessory power has 
obtained many favors for her clients. 


For FOUR Subscriptions 


Mother Most Amiable — A print of Baroness 
von Oer’s worthy representation of the Mother of 
God and her Divine Babe, also known as “Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel.’’ See illustration. Sepia. 15 x 
21 inches, 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 











May Good St. Anne, by the sublime prerogative of her maternal relationship 
with Jesus and Mary, intercede for us! 











Gabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 44 July, 1948 No. 3 








The Precious Blood, the Price 
of Our Redemption 


SRR 
URING the month of July, our holy Mother the 


Church encourages us to adore in the most fer- 
vent spirit of praise and thanksgiving the Pre- 
cious Blood of Jesus Christ, the Price of our 
Redemption. She introduces the month with a 
solemn feast in honor of the Precious Blood, the 
liturgy of which forms a garland of sublime 
praises and thanksgivings offered to our Divine 
Savior for having wrought our Redemption at so great a price. 

She reminds us in particular that in our adoration of the Precious 
Blood we must regard It as a part of the Sacred Humanity of Christ, 
hypostatically united to the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, and 
therefore deserving of the supreme homage due to God alone. Because 
It is the Blood of the God-man, It is worthy of adoration in the same 
way as the Heart of Jesus. 

The consideration of the Precious Blood of Our Lord cannot 
be separated from the contemplation of His Passion and Death, and 
therefore the Mass and the Divine Office of the feast are necessarily 
similar in some respects to those of Passiontide. The Gospel for the 
feast is the last part of the Passion read on Good Friday, and the 
Preface is that of the Holy Cross. On the feast, however, the shedding 
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of our Savior’s Blood is regarded in a different light than it is in the 
mournful commemorations of Holy Week. During Passiontide, sor- 
row at Christ’s sufferings predominates; on the feast, we rejoice at the 
marvelous benefits we have gained by these sufferings. During Holy 
Week we mourned over men’s ingratitude to the God-man, who loved 
them even to the death of the Cross; on the feast of the Precious Blood 
we marvel at His priceless gifts to us poor sinners, who, from being 
slaves of the devil and outcasts from the kingdom of God, have been 
transformed into children of God and heirs of heaven. 

In the [ntroit of the Mass we hear the joyous hymn of the saints 
gathered round the throne of God, as envisioned by St. John and re- 
corded by him in the Apocalypse, praising the merciful love of God 
who with His Precious Blood redeemed them from every tribe and 
tongue and nation of earth. In the Collect we acknowledge that we 
owe our restoration to God’s favor to the shedding of the Precious 
Blood, and pray that this Price of our Salvation may preserve us from 
the evils of this present life and bring us to the joys of heaven. In 
the Epistle, Christ is set before us as the true Victim and High Priest, 
of whom the high priests of the Old Testament were but types, enter- 
ing into heaven, the true Holy of holies, not by virtue of the bloody 
sacrifices of the Old Law, but by His own most precious Blood. 

The Gospel, which on Good Friday plunged the Church into mourn- 
ing over the sufferings of her Divine Bridegroom, now rings with a 
note of joy and triumph, and is echoed in the antiphons of the Office 
as a hymn of joy. The reason for this, as Dom Gueranger points 
out, is that on this feast the Church rejoices to celebrate her birthday, 
for the stream of Blood and Water which issued from the riven Side 
of Christ (honored on this day). is mystically the beginning of the 
Church. “It was out of the Side of Christ that the Church was created,” 
says St. John Chrysostom, in his Homily read in the Second Noctirn 
of Matins; “just as it was out of the side of Adam that Eve was raised 
up to be his bride... For even as God made the woman Eve out of 
the rib which He had taken out of the side of Adam, so hath Christ 
made the Church out of the Blood and Water which He made to flow 
for us out of His own Side.” 

The feast of the Precious Blood, the feast of our Redemption, is 
not the feast of the dead Christ, but of the risen, triumphant Christ. It 
celebrates the triumph over sin and death which He gained by shed- 
ding His Blood, and teaches us the dreadfulness of sin, which required 
such an expiation. It is, moreover, the feast of the living Blood, for 
the Blood of Christ is part of the living, glorified Humanity of our 
Savior in heaven. The Blood which we honor on this feast is still 
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active, for in heaven Christ still lives and makes intercession for us. 
Through this living Blood, grace is given to souls. By the words of 
Consecration, this living Blood becomes present in thousands of chal- 
ices on the altars of the Catholic Church each morning and is offered 
anew for the redemption of the world; in Holy Communion It becomes 
each day the nourishment of countless souls. Therefore, it is particu- 
larly in the Holy Eucharist that we should honor and adore the Precious 
Blood on this solemn festival, which, so to say, complements the feast 
of Corpus Christi, on which we pay special honor to the Body of Christ. 

Who can estimate the worth of this Most Precious Blood, shed so 
freely and so generously for us and for our eternal happiness? But 
for the Precious Blood, there would be no Church, no Sacrifice, no 
sacraments, no efficacious prayer. The Church was founded through 
the Precious Blood; from It flow all her powers, her Divine mission 
and her graces. Through the Precious Blood we have received the 
Divine gift of the true Faith; through It we were baptized and con- 
firmed; through It we receive the remission of our sins in the sacra- 
ment of penance; through It our souls are animated with Divine life 
in the Holy Eucharist. 

But for the Precious Blood, the gates of heaven would not have 
been opened to us. There would be no Christian confessors, no holy 
virgins, no martyrs, no saints. In the courts of heaven there would be 
only angelic spirits. Hell would be filled with fallen mankind and 
Satan could boast that he had triumphed over the whole human race. 
Shuddering, we can picture to ourselves the inferno of hell and ex- 
claim: “But for the Precious Blood, I would be there in everlasting 
torments!” And then, lifting our eyes to heaven, we can say: “By 
means of the Precious Blood, I shall one day, please God, be num- 
bered among the blessed!” : 

With such considerations in mind, need we be exhorted to cele- 
brate the feast of the Precious Blood in the spirit of praise and thanks- 
giving, as the Church wishes us to observe it, and to honor this precious 
Price of our Redemption every day, particularly during July, by as- 
sisting at the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, when It again becomes present 
on the altar, and receiving It fervently in Holy Communion? For, al- 
though we do not partake of the chalice of the Precious Blood as did 
the Christians in early times, since we receive Holy Communion only 
under the one form of the Sacred Host, nevertheless we receive the 
Precious Blood just as truly as they did, and as the priest does, for 
in the Sacred Host we receive the living Christ whose Body is not sep- 
arated from His Blood. 

Let us be fervent and constant, too, in offering the Precious Blood 
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to the Heavenly Father in expiation for sin, for the conversion of sin- 
ners, and for the relief of the suffering souls in purgatory. The fre- 
quent repetition of the following prayer cannot but draw down many 
blessings, for the offering of the Precious Blood is so precious that 
the Heavenly Father cannot refuse any worthy petition that is asked 
in Its name: — 


Eternal Father, | offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Jesus 
Christ in atonement for my sins, in supplication for the holy souls in purs 
gatory, and for the needs of Holy Church. 

(Ind. of 500 days. “Preces et Pia Opera,” 188.) 





Ways te “the Gesmacubate Dacnt 
of Mary 
Hi 

— N RECENT MONTHS, Catholics throughout the world 
have become familiar with the “Pilgrim Virgin,” the 
title applied to the two replicas of the Statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima, one of which has been making a tour 
of Canada, the United States and South America, and 
the other of Europe as far as the western borders of 
Russia. These statues were blessed last October 13, in 
Portugal, on the thirtieth anniversary of ‘the famed Fatima appari- 
tions. This pilgrimage is part of a crusade of prayer to convert the 
rulers of Russia from atheism, and to bring about world peace through 
the renewal of Christian life. 

Comparatively few Catholics are now unfamiliar with the nature 
of Our Lady’s apparitions at Fatima in six consecutive months, from 
May 13 to October 13, 1917, when she gave warning of the dreadful 
World War we have so recently passed through, — the effects of which 
are still weighing upon the world, — and begged for penance and 
prayer as a means to avert it. When she told the world, through ber 
little seers, that this catastrophe would come if her request for pr: ve" 
and penance were not heeded, and wrought a great and unprecede © . 
miracle to prove that she was the Mother of God and to confirm ‘+ 
message, our Immaculate Mother urgently exhorted all Christians 1 
do penance, and offered the Rosary, the Scapular of Mount Carmel, 
and devotion to her Immaculate Heart as means to avert the impending 
calamity. Her message left no doubt as to what she wished done. She 
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asked that the Rosary be recited daily, and this request applies to 
EVERY Catholic throughout the world. She asked that Russia, the 
world and individuals be consecrated to her Immaculate Heart. She 
laid stress on reparation to her Heart, requesting that on the first Satur- 
day of at least five consecutive months, Holy Communion be received 
for this intention, the Rosary recited, and fifteen minutes be spent in 
meditation on its mysteries, or on any one of them. To this observance 
she attached a solemn promise of salvation. 

Much has been said and written about the Rosary and devotion to 
the Immaculate Heart in connection with Fatima, but perhaps not so 
much about the Scapular, which Mary held out in the last apparition. 
The Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel is in a special way a 
SIGN of CONSECRATION to Mary and to her Immaculate Heart. It 
has always been looked upon as Mary’s “livery,” — a uniform, a 
habit, a badge, indicating that its wearer has been dedicated to her and 
placed under her special protection. The Scapular is a “garment” 
which may be worn at all times and in all places. Among the various 
scapulars in honor of Mary, that of Mount Carmel is the most famous 
and most popular. We commemorate its institution on July 16. Most 
Catholics are familiar with the story of how it originated in a visit of 
Our Lady to St. Simon Stock, Superior General of the Order of Mount 
Carmel, in 1251. Holding in her hands the brown scapular, Our Lady 
promised the saint that remarkable graces and privileges would be 
granted to those who should become members of the confraternity 
and wear the scapular with devotion. She assured him that it was a 
special badge of her favor and protection, and that all who should die 
clothed with it would be preserved from eternal damnation. 

Numerous and rich indulgences were attached to it by successive 
Popes in order to encourage the faithful to secure to themselves the 
advantages of Mary’s powerful patronage and protection. Finally, in 
a later revelation to Pope John XXII, Our Lady promised the extraor- 
dinary favor of release from purgatory on the first Saturday after 
death of those members who had faithfully discharged their obligations 
during life and fulfilled the conditions which she imposed. 

By merely wearing the Scapular with devotion (after being duly 
enrolled), one may gain all the general privileges and indulgences 
attached to membership in the confraternity. But in order to partici- 
pate in the very special favor of early deliverance from purgatory, 
known as the SABBATINE PRIVILEGE, one must in addition recite 
every day the Little Office of the Blessed Virgin and practice the holy 
virtue of chastity according to one’s state of life. If, because of in- 
ability to read, one cannot recite the Office, he must instead abstain from 
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flesh meat every Wednesday and Saturday as well as observe strictly 
all the ordinary days of fast and abstinence throughout the year. If 
in either case this is not possible, a commutation may be obtained from 
some priest who is duly authorized.* In practice, both of these condi- 
tions are quite often commuted in favor of the daily recitation of the 
Rosary. One who is thus permitted to substitute a daily Rosary for the 
above-named condition of reciting the Little Office or of fasting, in 
order to gain the Sabbatine Privilege, at the same time fulfils Our 
Lady’s request at Fatima. Hence, the Scapular and the Rosary go 
hand in hand, as it were. 

' There is a tradition that almost seven hundred years ago, St. Domi- 

nic uttered these prophetic words: THE ROSARY AND THE SCAPULAR WILL 
ONE DAY SAVE THE WORLD. And this is exactly what Our Blessed Mother 
promised at Fatima. We know that diabolic forces are now working 
‘harder than ever in an effort to overthrow and wipe out Christianity. 
Many European countries have been forced under a godless rule, and 
‘the Church has suffered and is suffering frightful persecutions. Our 
own America is threatened by the insidious serpent of atheism and 
secularism in every aspect of its civilization, its institutions, and even 
in its Constitutional foundation. But there is no reason to despair, for 
God has given His solemn promise that the Church will endure till 
the end of time. Nevertheless, the enemies of God can inflict grievous 
wounds upon the Church, and have already done so in many countries. 
It is for us to do our part in overcoming these enemies and averting 
these dreadful evils. And Our Blessed Mother has told us plainly at 
Fatima what she wishes us to do. She has given the solemn promise 
that if we fulfil her requests of prayer and penance, consecrate our- 
selves to her Immaculate Heart, and live up to that consecration, 
Russia will be converted and there will be world peace. 

Oh, then, let us listen to her message before it is too late! Let 
us give ourselves wholeheartedly to her Immaculate Heart, and honor 
it by reciting the Rosary every day and devoutly wearing her Scapular. 
Let us also do penance, as she requires. It is not too hard. When 
Sister Lucy of the Seven Dolors, one of the visionaries of Fatima, was 
asked what was meant by the sacrifices and penance Our Lady asked 
for, she replied: “Our Blessed Lady said that by sacrifice she meant 
the fulfilment of duty.” It is as simple as that. In our lives we meet 
with many sufferings and hardships. We need only accept these pa- 
tiently and cheerfully and offer them to God in reparation. Conditions 
that are the aftermath of the war, such as overcrowding in the home, 





*Our Reverend Chaplain has this faculty. Requests of this kind should 
kindly be addressed to the Sisters, and we will refer them to him. 
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inability to buy necessaries or the luxuries we heretofore enjoyed, etc.; 
the inclemency of the weather, sickness, the failure of our plans, and 
similar inconveniences; all of these can be offered as penance, for they 
are indeed the penances God Himself inflicts upon us. We can do a 
great deal more in the exertion involved by attending Mass and re- 
ceiving Holy Communion, which has great power as reparation if done 
with this intention. Any work con- 
scientiously performed, sorrows 
and afflictions, how many things 
suggest themselves to our minds 
as acceptable sacrifices. And of 
course there is always voluntary 
self-denial or some self-inflicted 
pain or inconvenience, which has 
great value as penance. 

Our Lady is full of love, mercy 
and compassion, but she can nei- 
ther love, reward nor protect those 
who are disloyal to God and un- 
worthy of her favors. If we wish 
to share in the benefits of her all- 
powerful patronage and interces- 
sion, we must avoid sin and give 
her our love and faithful service. 
We can then be sure even of mir- 

¢ aculous intervention, if need be, 

-" on ae ae + Lig in order to assist us. She will 

of the whole world! scatter the enemies, and increase 

the strength of her loyal subjects. 

and faithful servants, so that salvation and sanctification will be made 

comparatively easy, and efforts to reach heaven will be crowned with 
success. 

Let us remember that hel] trembles at the name of Mary. The 
Rosary and the Scapular will make this powerful name ring all over 
the world, and through her Immaculate Heart Mary will once again 
triumph over the infernal serpent, whose head she crushes under her 
foot. Are we going to respond wholeheartedly to her invitation? There 
is only one way to do so. It is to act, to do what she asks, to fulfil her 
requests. 





NOTE. Scapulars may be obtained at a nominal cost from: 
The National Shrine of Our Lady of the Scapular 
338 East 29th Street, New York City, New York. 
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The Spirit of St. Benedict 


Samant senate ie eel 


* GLANCE at Catholic devotions reveals the significant 
‘ fact that in every age there is manifested a particu- 
lar devotion to certain saints, who seem to be singled 
out before all others. This is owing to the merits 
of these saints by which they have become exceed- 
ingly powerful with God, and outsanding in the an- 
nals of sainthood by their benefits to mankind. One 
such saint is St. Benedict. If one reflects on all 
that grace wrought in St. Benedict, and calls to mind 
the innumerable good works performed by this saint 
and by his spiritual sons and daughters, for the 
greater honor and glory of God, for the salvation of souls and the 
benefit of holy Mother Church, one cannot but believe that among 
all those friends of God who are now reigning with Him in eternal 
glory, there are few whose intercession is more powerful than that of 


St. Benedict. 

The great historian and learned Cardinal Baronius writes thus of 
our saint: “St. Benedict is the great patriarch of monks, the ernament 
of the whole western Church; he is a small root from which sprung 
great forests of productive trees, by which the whole Church has been 
filled; he is a brilliant light shining in the darkness and gloom of night, 
illuminating with its splendor the whole Catholic world; he is the 
venerable patriarch and fruitful progenitor of most holy and learned 
men; he is the most holy patriarch, the champion of Christ.” 





These distinctions are stressed in the texts chosen from Holy Scrip- 
ture for the Mass of the feast of the Solemnity of St. Benedict, which 
is celebrated on July 11. This feast, as its title indicates, is intended 
to compensate for the more or less subdued observance of his feast on 
March 21, which usually falls in Lent. It is celebrated with an octave, 
and brings out in clear relief the nature and character of St. Benedict’s 
greatness and shows how well his name fitted his life and works. 

The general thought expressed by these Scriptural selections is 
found in the phrase which St. Gregory the Great, his biographer, em- 
ploys in introducing the saint to his readers. St. Gregory’s words are: 
“There lived a man of venerable life, BENEDICT (the blessed one) 
by grace and by name.” The /ntroit of the Mass says: “I will make 
of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and magnify thy name; 
and thou shalt be blessed.” In the Gradual, we sing: “O Lord, Thou 


hast forestalled him with blessings of sweetness”; and in the Commun- 
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ion antiphon, “The Lord gave him the blessing of all nations.” The 
Preface is a sublime hymn extolling the glory and greatness of his 
life and works, while the Sequence summarizes all the sublime virtues 
and distinctions of the saint. Another gem is the beautiful Epistle read 
on the octave day. ; 

When we dwell upon these Scriptural passages and their signif- 
icance, we are instinctively drawn to seek the secret of St. Benedict’s 
greatness and many blessings. It is not far to find, and may be ex- 
pressed in the words of St. Augustine, who says: “He knows how to 
live well who knows how to pray well.” St. Benedict was ardently de- 
voted to the holy exercise of prayer, and in his Holy Rule frequently 
exhorts his followers to the practice of prayer. How necessary he 
considered prayer to be, may be seen from the prologue to his Holy 
Rule, where he addresses his disciples with these words: “In the first 
place, beg Him by most earnest prayer to perfect whatever good thou 
dost begin to do; that we may never grieve by our evil deeds Him who 
has vouchsafed to reckon us among the number of His children.” By 
these words we see that St. Benedict considered prayer all-important. 
And we know from St. Gregory that St. Benedict could not and did not 
teach other than he himself lived. Like Christ, he ‘could say: “I have 
given you an example; go, thou, and do likewisé.” 

In the Instruments of Good Works (Chapter 4), St. Benedict coun- 
sels, or rather commands his disciples to pray often and to confess 
past sins daily to God in prayer, with tears and sighs, and to amend 
for the future. (/nstruments 57 & 58.) The fruit of prayer is amend- 
ment of past faults and defects, and progress in the spiritual life. The 
manner in which one ought to pray, that is, with what reverence one 
should come into the presence of God, is set forth in the 20th chapter 
of the Rule, where we read: “If we do not presume to speak to great 
ones in the world except with humility and reverence, with how much 
more reason should we not address our supplications to the Lord God 
of all things with most profound humility and heartfelt devotion? And 
let us bear in mind that we shall be heard not for our many words, 
but for our purity of heart and tears of compunction.” 

Prayer, then, is something great and important. It is the source 
of God’s blessings upon our life and work. St. Benedict prayed, and 
prayed with profound humility and heartfelt devotion, and God blessed 
and assisted him in his every enterprise. 

The Postcommunion of the Mass for his feast sums up for us the 
importance of prayer and teaches us to ask God’s help through the in- 
tercession of this saint who knew so well how to obtain it: “We ad- 
dress our supplications to Thee, O Lord, the source and origin of all 
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blessings, that by the intercession of our most holy father, Benedict, 
we may receive the grace of Thy blessing.” How much the world needs 
the blessing of God! May the solemn commemoration of this great 
saint, blessed in name and by grace, stir up among the faithful a great- 
er sense of their dependence on Him in even the smallest concerns of 
life, and may it lead us all to heed his exhortations and imitate his 
devotion to prayer. 


Benedictines and the Liturgy — 
Gregorian Chant 


referee 


N THE article on the Liturgy in our November, 
1947 issue, we attemped to show that the Liturgy 
is the very life of the Church. Closely con- 
nected with the Liturgy, or rather its mode and 
organ of expression, is the Plain Chant, also 
known as “Gregorian Chant,” because to Pope 
St. Gregory the Great belongs the honor of hav- 
ing collected and published its melodies. Many 
of these melodies go back to the Jewish religion, 
and their origin, like that of the Psalms and 

other sacred texts, we may well believe, is, at least in some measure, 

Divine. St. Augustine and the early Church Fathers, St. Thomas and 

the noble geniuses of the Middle Ages, held this belief. 

We know from Sacred Scripture that God, by special dispensa- 
tion, regulated every particular of the ceremonies and ritual of the 
Chosen People, and if the Plain Chant was derived from the ancient 
Hebrew psalm tunes, — to which those familiar with the Jewish ritual 
testify there is a strong resemblance — and adapted to the use of the 
early Christian Church, we may believe that the Chant thereby shares 
in the sacred and Divine character of the old Jewish ritual. There is 
a tradition, too, that many of the beautiful authentic melodies com- 
posed by Pope St. Gregory were whispered into his ear by the Holy 
Spirit. The Chant, then, like the Psalms themselves, may be regarded 
as coming to us through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, who never 
fails to supply what is best suited to promote God’s honor. But whether 
it does, or does not, possess the character of Divine inspiration, Chant 
music possesses a sublimity and an unction which are to be found in 
no other music, and which make it admirably suited to be the “hand- 
maid” of the Liturgy. 
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The object of the Liturgy is the glorification of God and the sanc- 
tification of souls. Now, the Chant in a marvelous way enables the 
human voice to express the sentiments, the emotions and aspirations, 
in a word, the prayer of the soul. The texts, or words, used in Litur- 
gical prayer, are ordinarily the words of Sacred Scripture. The Chant, 
by its very nature, is such as to bring out the meaning of these words. 
While modern music is based on the two scales — major and minor, — 
Chant has eight distinct diatonic scales, differing in the relative position 
of their intervals to the keynote, which gives it a variety of coloring. 
Each of the eight modes has a distinct character, which enables it ad- 
mirably to express the spirit or emotional tone the words call for. 


Furthermore, while modern music has a fixed dnd decided rhythm, 
with accents occurring at regular intervals, in Chant the accents occur 
irregularly, creating a free yet metrical rhythm, which makes it spe- 
cially suited to prose. Again, the time values are such as to illustrate 
the words, being especially adapted to the due pronunciation of every 
syllable. Thus, in its construction, tonality, and rhythm, the Chant is 
enabled to give the true and proper interpretation of the prose text of 
Sacred Scripture, and to give expression to the mood required, whether 
it be joyful or sorrowful, so that it rejoices when the Church rejoices, 
sorrows with her in her grief and distress, and glories with her in her 
triumphs. 


While secular music reflects the spirit of the world from which it 
sprang, Chant music breathes and echoes the spirit of heaven. To 
adapt the words of Saint Paul, the first is “of the earth, earthly; the 
second from heaven, -heavenly” (1 Cor. xv. 47). 


Since the Chant possesses al] the qualities of true Church music, 
being dignified, simple, pure, forceful and majestic, inciting to reveren- 
tial recollection and heartfelt prayer, it is primarily the music of the 
Church. It is, as it were, “wedded to the Liturgy,” and outside of the 
Liturgy, the Chant has no meaning. It is for this reason that the 
Church has always guarded it with jealous care, watching over its 
purity, and insisting upon its restoration wherever there has been the 
least sign of deterioration. 


The collection of Gregorian Chant compositions, the Church’s glo- 
rious heritage and treasure, is a vast and varied one. All the sacred 
texts that are used in the Liturgical services have their own musical 
setting in the Chant. The Ordinary of the Mass, besides the Requiem, 
has as many as eighteen compositions, ranging from the simplest form 
to the most complex and elaborate. 
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Benedictines and the Chant 


As stated at the beginning of this article, it was Pope St. Gregory 
the Great, a Benedictine Pope, who, in the sixth century, gave form 
and stability to the Chant of the early Christian Church. His first 
concern was to compile an Antiphonary, in which he collected all the 
authentic Chants of the early Church and those he himself revised or 
composed, where the former were lacking. In accomplishing this, he 
found it necessary to revise many of the texts. Next, he established 
a “Song School” for teaching the proper rendition of the Chant, and 
for maintaining and preserving the correct method of rendering it. He 
himself superintended the training of the boys who formed the choir, 
so that, learning the Chant at first hand, these choristers might after- 
wards become the models and trainers for all the choirs of Christendom. 


St. Gregory’s Antiphonary gradually spread from Rome through- 
out the world. St. Augustine and his forty-nine monks are said to have 
delighted the natives of Britain by their Gregorian Chant; St. Boniface 
used it to soften the savage manners of the early barbarian tribes he 
evangelized; Charlemagne favored its expansion throughout the Frank- 
ish Empire, and, in union with the Roman Pontiffs, employed it as 
one of the most powerful instruments for civilizing his vast dominions. 
Wherever Benedictine missionaries went, the Church’s sublime music, 
and the poetry of her Liturgy, contributed as powerfully to the conver- 
sion of the natives as the preaching of the Word of God itself, by 
satisfying man’s inherent thirst for beauty. 

The people were taught the songs of the Church together with her 
doctrines, and this knowledge was considered almost as important as 
the knowledge of the catechism. Young and old, rich and poor, per- 
sons of both sexes and of all conditions of life, were familiar with 
them, for not only were the Divine Offices of the Church chanted in the 
Gregorian melody in the Benedictine monasterigs and cathedrals, but 
they were carried out in the ordinary parish churches as well. During 
this period of the Church’s history, therefore, as in its beginning, when 
St. Paul counseled the early Christians to “speak to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, making melody in your hearts 
to the Lord” (Eph. v. 19), the Chant melodies were hummed by the 
peasant lad tending his sheep, by the scrivener at his desk, by the 
clerk at his records, by the smith and cobbler in their shops, by states- 
man and jurist, by king and beggar. 

The separation or divorce of the Liturgy from the people came 
about with the Protestant Reformation in the 16th Century, when the 
secularization of Church music was made one of the principal concerns 
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of the misguided reformers. The traditional Chant was taken from 
the people and worldly hymns and songs substituted. The people soon 
ceased to unite themselves exteriorly with the prayers of the Church, 
and became more and more estranged from the spirit of faith which 
animated their forefathers. An individualistic spirit and indifferentism 
grew with each generation, until at length rationalism and secularism 
gained the upper hand. 


Attempt to Restore the Chant 


In order to correct the grave abuses which had crept into the 
Church music, and to restore to both clergy and people the super- 
natural and grace-infusing prayer-life of the Liturgy, Pope Pius X, 
in 1903, issued the encyclical Motu Proprio, calling for the restora- 
tion of the Gregorian Chant to its proper place. Some months later, 
the Holy Father entrusted to the Benedictine monks of Solesmes, 
France, the work of publishing an authentic edition of the plain Chants 
of the Church for the Vatican. These monks were well fitted for the 
task. Shortly after 1850, Dom Prosper Gueranger, Abbot of the then 
newly-restored Abbey of Solesmes, had assigned to Dom Jausions, one 
of his spiritual sons, the work of preparing books containing the au- 
thentic Chants for his own monks. The latter was assisted in this task 
by a confrere, Dom Pothier, who later took over the work and carried 
on a most extensive research in the libraries of Europe, in order to 
consult the ancient manuscripts of Gregorian Chant. 

In 1883, after twenty-four years of arduous study, Dom Pothier 
published a “Gradual Book,” — the book containing the proper parts 
of the Mass sung by the trained choir. Other books followed in the 
course of time. Though Dom Pothier’s work was important as an 
impetus to the complete restoration of the true Gregorian texts, it was 
not far-reaching enough, due to lack of mapruscripts and failure to 
make a sufficiently critical analysis of the many extant versions of the 
different Chant melodies. His successor, Dom Mocquereau, of the 
same monastery, continued the research and obtained photographic 
copies of the Chant manuscripts. By using comparative tables, he 
was able to trace the histories of the various versions of a given text, 
and determine the time and place of their origin. Thus, by patient and 
intensive study, he was able to determine the authentic melodies, and 
to discover the principles by which the composers of the Chant were 
guided. Having determined on the correct melodies, the various books 
needed for the Mass and the Divine Office were made available to the 
public as soon as it was possible to publish them. 

At the present time, important work in the field of the Chant is 
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being done by the Gregorian Institute of America, on the staff of which 
are several Benedictines, both European and American. In 1918, in 
New York City, was founded under the auspices of a laywoman, Mrs. 
Justine B. Ward, and the late Mother G. Stevens, a religious of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Pius X Institute of Liturgical Music, where 
Gregorian Chant is taught according to the principles discovered by 
Dom Mocquereau. 


The Chant and the Faithful 


It is the express desire of the Church that ALL the faithful take 
part in the Liturgy by singing the common parts of the High Mass, 
that is, the Kyrie, Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, Benedictus, Agnus Dei and 
Responses. The proper parts, which change with the feasts and the 
season, must, of course, be sung by a trained choir which also should 
support and lead the entire body of the faithful in the singing of the 
common parts mentioned above. The Church has always encouraged 
the faithful to take such an active part in her services, which is one of 
the reasons why she has expressly made Gregorian Chant the organ 
of her Liturgy, since it is quite readily learned even by those who 
have no special talent for music. Its continual use is all that is needed 
to make one quite familiar with the simple melodies, by a sort of 
gradual permeation, in a comparatively short time. 


In his recent Encyclical on the Liturgy, “Mediator Dei,” after 
commending the use of the missal by the faithful, our Holy Father Pope 
Pius XII says of the Chant: “And those also should be praised who 
strive to bring it about that the Liturgy, in an external manner also, 
should be the holy Action in which all who are present take part. And 
this can be done in several ways: when all the people, according to 
the norms of the holy rubrics, either answer the words of the priest, 
preserving due order, or sing chants which are fitting to the various 
parts of the Sacrifice, or do both these things; or, finally, when in the 
holy solemnities, they sing alternately with the minister of Jesus: Christ 
and sing together with Him the liturgical chants.” (Part:II: The 
Holy Eucharist — the Sacrifice; — sect. on Duties of Christians.) 

The Church never asks the impossible, though naturally much 
time, patience, and real co-operation are required between clergy and 
people, before her ideal can be realized in our days, and the decree of 
Pope Pius X be enforced by the restoration of the Chant to the com- 
mon people. In ages past, the missionary sons of St. Benedict, without 
the aid of books, introduced the Chant to barbarian tribes, uneducated 
and uncivilized. Surely, then, the task of its restoration ought not to 
be impossible today, when we have every facility that could be desired. 
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The priest at the altar offers the Holy Sacrifice not in his own 
name, but in the name of the people. Does he not frequently address 
the congregation with the words, “Let us pray,” — “Let us give thanks” 
— “Let us raise our hearts”? Does he not eight times invoke God’s 
assistance for them with the words, “The Lord be with you,” to which 
the people are expected to respond, “And with thy spirit!” These 
words, and many other parts of the Mass, clearly show that it is the 
intention and will of the Church that the people take an active part in 
the services. When all the faithful once more take this active part, an- 
swering the responses, praying the prayers used in the Holy Sacrifice, 
and singing the songs of the Church, not only will the dignity of the 
Divine worship be enhanced, but the spiritual life of the entire com- 
munity, of the entire Church, will be intensified, and the religious 
truths will sink deeply into the hearts of the faithful. 

In conclusion, we quote the following words, written some years 
ago by a lover of the Chant: “In its simplicity and universality, its 
reverence and peace, Gregorian Chant is an antidote for the individ- 
ualism and feverish tenor of the world today. Its restraint calms pul- 
sating emotions; its adoration inspires trust; its all-embracing quality 
contains the essence of charity, human and Divine, and includes the 
faith of all ages of Christianity.” 


What more glorious tribute of filial devotion and obedience could 
be rendered to the memory of Pope Pius X than that, when the proc- 
ess of his canonization is completed, and, as seems likely to happen, 
he is honored with the title of “saint,” the Gregorian Chant will have 
once more become, as it was in the Middle Ages, the universal song 
of the Church! Surely, he who made it his aim to “restore all things 
in Christ,” would desire no greater honor than this. 





Date of Cornerstone Laying Changed 


HE Laying of the Cornerstone of our Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit 
in Kansas City, Missouri, had been set for June 6, but due to cir- 
cumstances beyond our control, had to be postponed to a later 

date. A notice of the ceremony had been inserted in our June issue, 
and several thousand copies had been already printed before notice of 
the change was received. For the benefit of those of our readers who 
received one of these copies, we wish to announce that the ceremony 
will not take place until some time later — probably October 3d. The 
names of donors of $100.00 or more will be placed in the cornerstone, 
and their initials will also be engraved on the monstrance. The list will 
be open till September 30. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE XII — LIFE EVERLASTING (continued) 


aoe 
The Aureola of Doctors 


E third group meriting the distinction of a special crown in heav- 

en are the Doctors of the Faith — those enlightened souls who, 

teaching the truths of salvation by word of tongue and pen, 
triumphed over the deceits of the devil, the father of lies. Of these the 
Prophet Daniel foretold: ‘‘But they that are learned (in the law of God 
and true wisdom) shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that instruct many to justice, as stars for all eternity” (xii. 3). 

The Church, glorying also in these, her illustrious children, sings 
their praises in union with the Church Triumphant in heaven: “O Doc- 
tor optime, Ecclesize sanctz lumen — O excellent Teacher, thou light 
of Holy Church, blessed N..., lover of the Divine law, entreat the 
Son of God in our behalf’? (Antiphon for the Magnificat, Office of 
Doctors). Each is distinguished by his own particular glory, for the 
Church sings of each one on his feastday, ‘‘None was found like unto 
him in keeping the law of the Most High”’ (2d Antiphon for Lauds and 
Vespers). 

It is fitting, indeed, that they who by their zeal in spreading the 
light of truth dispelled the darkness of error and unbelief should re- 
ceive a special reward in heaven, “If,’’ says St. John Chrysostom (him- 
self one of the greatest doctors of the Church), “God prizes the human 
soul above all His works, to what an exalted degree of glory and blessed- 
ness in heaven will He not elevate those who have won for Him many 
souls?”’ Yes, Our Lord Himself has promised a great reward to the 
teachers of spiritual doctrine who, faithful in observing the command- 
ments themselves, have impressed them deeply in the hearts of the 
people: ‘‘Whoever carries out the commandments and teaches them,” 
He said, “‘shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven” (cf. Matt. 
v. 19). 

Among this glorious throng we find, first of all, the Apostles of 
Christ, who, filled with the Holy Ghost, instructed the infant Church 
in the truths of Divine revelation and the mysteries of Christ. Here. 
too, we find those whom the Church honors as Doctors: St. Augustine, 
St. Jerome, St. Ambrose, St. Gregory, St. Albert the Great, St. Thomas 
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Aquinas, and the many others whose colossal minds were filled with 
the knowledge of Divine things and who used their brilliant talents in 
instructing the faithful, not only of their own, but also of future times. 


But we find here not only those brilliant luminaries whom the 
Church honors by the title of Doctor, but also the glorious Confessors 
of the Church — that great throng of popes, bishops, priests, and 
others, who throughout the Christian ages have zealously and faith- 
fully preached the Gospel and taught the truths of religion, as well as 
those spiritual writers who have instructed innumerable souls in the 
way of salvation and sanctification. 

And what of those countless numbers of men and women of the 
various religious orders who have dedicated their lives to the instruc- 
tion of youth? Will they not also share in their proper degree in the 
special glory promised to those who instruct others unto justice? Yes, 
even Christian parents who have made it their great aim to instruct 
their children well in the knowledge and love of God will doubtless 
receive also some participation in the special glory of doctors, even 
though perhaps only in a minor degree. 


Among these three special classes mentioned, many will doubtless- 
ly have merited the distinction of receiving two and even three of the 
special crowns. Virgins such as St. Agnes, St. Lucy and St. Agatha, 
who heroically sacrificed their lives in defense of the precious pearl of 
their virginity, have gained not only the aureola of virginity but alse 
that of martyrdom. Most of the great Doctors of the Church were 
bishops, who had consecrated their virginity to God, and so merited 
both the crown of doctors and of virgins; and some of them merited, 
in addition, also the crown of martyrdom. And many other saints, 
such as St. John, the beloved disciple, and St. John the Baptist, we 
may believe, have merited the triple crown of martyr, virgin, and 
doctor. 


The Glory of Religious in Heaven 


Doctors of the Church compare religious profession to martyrdom. 
As it is believed that a person who lays down his life for his Faith 
goes immediately to heaven without passing through purgatory, se 
also, they say, a religious would merit immediate entrance into heaven 
if he were to die soon after pronouncing his vows (provided, of course, 
his dispositions were perfect); for all the temporal punishment due 
to sin is remitted by this act, because the offering of oneself to God by 
the religious vows, like martyrdom, is one of the noblest and most 
heroic of sacrifices. 

If, then, virgins as such are rewarded with a particular glory in 
heaven, how much greater will be the glory and splendor of virgins 
consecrated to God in the religious life? For virgins who offer their 
chastity to God offer the sacrifice of only one vow, whereas religious 
virgins add two more, namely those of poverty and obedience; and, 
as experience teaches, the latter two are the most difficult, especially 
that of obedience, and require more struggle and self-denial than the 
Observance of chastity. It follows therefore that, ordinarily, virgins 
‘who are consecrated to God by the religious vows and who have faith- 

. 
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fully striven to perfect themselves in this state enjoy a higher degree 
of glory than such as were not religious, although there are no doubt 
exceptions, 

Not all religious were virgins, however; many of them had pre- 
viously entered the married state, but voluntarily separated from their 
consort to enter the reiizious state, or did so after the death of their 
consort. But all — whether virgins or not — enjoy a special glory 
in heayen because of the great oblation they made to God by their 
vows. To enter the religious life, they left all things which are dearest 
to the human heart by nature; they bade farewell to the world and its 
honors, riches, and p.easures; sacrificed their liberty; left father and 
mother, brothers and sisters (and sometimes children), relatives and 
friends; in a word, they separated themselves from the world and from 
all that it offers to make life sweet and agreeable, and embraced a life 
of mortification and self-denial. , 

Certainly the grace of God and the joys of the religious life more 
than compensated for these privations; but this did not hinder it from 
being, nevertheless, a life of continual and painful struggle against the 
inclinations and desires of naiure. And now, in ccunsequence, they 
enjoy extraordinary glory in heaven because: of the sublime sacrifice 
which they freely offered to God by their religious vows. 

But here again we find a great diversity of degrees of glory; in- 
deed, there is probably no class of saints in heaven in which the degrees 
of glory are so varied. Some religious, for example, died only a short 
time after pronouncing their vows; others, on the very day of their 
profession; while others lived ten, twenty, thirty, fifty, sixty, and even 
seventy years in the practice of great virtue. Naturally there is a great 
difference in their merits, and hence also in their degrees of glory. 

Again, some were called to the religious life by the grace of God 
after a life of worldliness and sin; others had already attained a high 
degree of sanctity when they offered themselves to God. Some were 
extremely faithful and devoted all the determination of their nature 
to the attainment of high perfection, whilst others were wanting in 
generosity toward God and lived only mediocre lives. Some had only 
few or light temptations; others were severely tried for long periods 
of time, but with the all-powerful grace of God they resisted manfully 
and fought a good fight till the end. These and a thousand other 
differences call for a great variety of degrees of glory among religious 
in heaven. Saints like Bernard, Aloysius, Stanislaus, Gertrude, Mar- 
garet Mary, Bernadette, and many others, who practiced virtue in a 
heroic degree, are among the highest and most glorious saints; others 
are much lower in glory. But all, without exception, enjoy a distinc- 
tive kind of happiness. 


The Glory of Penitents 


St. Mary Magdalen, St. Margaret of Cortona, St. Augustine, and 
a host of other renowned penitents teach us by their example, that a 
high degree of glory is enjoyed also by those who, though at one time 
grievous sinners, amended their lives. ncrformed severe penxnces, prac- 
ticed virtues in a heroic degree, and loved God with a burning love. 
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Obviously such saints enjoy a far higher degree of glory than little 
children, for instance, who died in their innocence without having prac- 
ticed any virtue or performed any good works or endured any conflicts 
for love of God; for their ardent love, their tears of repentance, their 
grief for having offended God, and their works of penance, merited for 
them a much greater reward than that enjoyed by many who never 
offended God in their lifetime, but who exerted themselves very little 
to gain heaven. 

Love of God is the greatest of virtues, and has power to raise even 
the worst sinners to the highest glory of heaven. Witness the example 
of St. Mary Magdalen, who, although at one time a notorious sinner, 
now supposedly enjoys a very high degree of beatitude in heaven. Her 
rigorous life of penance, her tears of repentance and her profound hu- 
mility merited for her a crown of justice which is more beautiful and 
more glorious than that of many who never sinned; she is crowned 
with higher honors in heaven and enjoys a more intimate union with 
God than many who never offended Him. 


The Glory of Pious Lay Persons 


There is yet another shining throng near the throne of God, en- 
joying great blessedness in heaven. It igs composed of the countless 
men and women who sanctified themselves amid the trials and dis- 
tractions of the world. During their lifetime they were the pious mem- 
bers of the laity. They lived in the world, but were not of the world; 
they walked not according to the spirit of the world, which is the 
sworn enemy of God, but were led by the Holy Spirit. Many of them 
lived abstemious lives amid the riches and pomp of a royal court or of 
other worldly surroundings. Many belonged to the middle class of 
society; many to the poorer class. But wherever their lot was cast, 
they sanctified themselves through love of God and neighbor, and 
through the faithful fulfilment of the duties of their state. And oh, 
what a beautiful and radiant throng they now form around the throne 
of God! 

Among them are kings and queens who knew how to be humble 
in their exalted station, and how to employ their position and their 
riches for the welfare of their subjects. Here are representatives of 
every walk and station of life, proving that in all it was possible to 
sanctify oneself: physicians, lawyers, soldiers, merchants, laborers, and 
farmers; teachers, nurses, business women, servants and handmaids 
who in humility and patience performed the lowliest tasks to earn their 
living; husbands and wives who lived together in peace and harmony 
all their lives; good parents whose first care was to teach their children 
the knowledge and love of God; devoted children who loved their par- 
ents and tenderly cared for them when sickness and old age had ren- 
dered them helpless; also young men and maidens who, not being 
called to the religious life to consecrate themselves to Christ, lived 
lives of angelic purity and virtue in the midst of the enticements of 
the world. 

They led holy lives, mortified their passions, devoted themselves 
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to prayer, frequented the sacraments, faithfully performed the duties 
of their state, and practiced charity according to their means. And 
now all have attained the honor and glory which God grants to those 
who have served Him faithfully. Even though they were neither mar- 
tyrs, nor doctors of the faith, nor consecrated virgins, nor religious, 
they have obtained the crown of justice as a reward for their love of 
God and the virtue they practiced. Many of them became great saints, 
like St. Louis, King of France; St. Elizabeth, Queen of Portugal; St. 
Monica, widow; St. Genevieve, a shepherdess; St. Zita, a servant maid, 
and countless others whom the Church proposes to us for imitation. 


Persons Who ‘“‘Stole’”” Heaven 


Among the blessed there is one more class which consists of those 
who were neither pious nor generous towards God. The virtues they 
practiced were few and they reached no perfection in their practice. 
Many of them sinned often and grievously, and resisted the grace of 
God; but they were saved by a deathbed repentance, like the good 
thief on the cross. These, so to say, “stole’’ heaven. And although 
they cannot be crowned with a high degree of glory as a reward of 
a virtuous life, they are perfectly happy and sing the praises of God, 
who saved many of them, as it were, in spite of themselves. Their 


crown is rather a crown of mercy than a crown of justice. 
To be continued 


St. Anne’s Greatest Title to Glory 
a oe oe 


OD reserved for Saint Anne the honor of being chosen 
out of all Jewish women to be the mother of Mary Im- 
maculate. Hence hers was also the unque dignity of 
being the grandmother of our Lord Jesus Christ. But 
these dignities are not St. Anne’s greatest glory. There 
is something else which raises her higher still in the 

eyes of God, and which should be the primary motive why Christians 

vie with one another in paying her honor. And what is this? It is 
the holiness of her life. Her holiness is her brightest ornament, her 
greatest title to glory. 

Why do we say this? We say it in the sense of Our Lord’s strik- 
ing reply to a certain woman, who, in admiration at His words and 
power when He drove a devil out of a possessed man and refuted the 
charge of the Pharisees that it was by the power of Beelzebub that He 
had performed this miracle, broke out with words of congratulation 
and cried: “Blessed is the womb that bore Thee, and the breasts that 
nursed Thee!” “Yea, rather,” said Jesus, taking up her words, “blessed 
are they who hear the word of God and keep it.” Instead of answering, 
as we would perhaps expect, that Mary was indeed blessed in being 
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His Mother, Our Lord pointed out a greater kind of blessedness than 
any exterior dignity, which was truly the claim His Mother had to 
being called “blessed.” Are we not right then in saying also of St. 
Anne that her greatest glory is to have heard God’s words and to have 
kept them by living a saintly life? 

Hence, St. Anne deservedly merits our love and confidence, not 
only because of her dignity as mother of the Blessed Virgin and grand- 
mother of Jesus, not only on account of the many miracles wrought 
through her intercession, but also and especially because she is for us 
a model of virtue. So, though it is indeed praiseworthy to seek her 
intercession to obtain extraordinary favors and bodily cures, for which 
she has won great renown, it is better still to learn from her how to 
sanctify our lives and to save our immortal souls. 

A blameless life, spent in doing one’s duty and sanctifying one’s 
soul, makes for true greatness and glory. To do this, two things are 
required: God’s grace, and our co-operation. As for St. Anne, God 
gave her exceedingly great and choice graces, and she put them to good 
account. She loved God, first of all, with her whole heart, with her 
whole soul, with all her mind, and with all her strength, and lived for 
Him alone. She prayed to God for His help in her difficulties, She 
literally “stormed heaven” with her supplications, penances and works 
of charity, in order to call down His blessing on her union with St. 
Joachim. She practiced great patience and resignation in the many 
trials God saw fit to send her; and in her long disappointment when He 
did not grant her petition for motherhood, she hoped against hope in 
Him who never forsakes those who trust in Him. Her love for her 
neighbor, which must ever be inseparable from love for God, was like- 
‘wise without reproach. Ancient writers tell us that she gave most liber- 
ally to the poor, that she was gentle, meek and kind to all, and that by 
her many virtues she merited to become the mother of the most holy 
Virgin Mary. 

Such is the example of holiness St. Anne has left us, after which 
‘to fashion our own lives. God’s grace is ever ready to assist us, even 
as it assisted her; but it must be asked for untiringly, and co-operated 
with faithfully, just as St. Anne implored God’s blessing without weary- 
ing and co-operated perfectly with His grace. During the month of 
July consecrated to her memory, and particularly on her feast, July 
26, let us beg her to obtain the graces we need to root out from our 
lives whatever is displeasing to God and to live in holiness of life, imi- 
tating her virtues and endeavoring to walk in her footsteps. 

O Good St. Anne, mother of her who is our life, our sweetness and 
our hope, pray for us. 


~ 
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VIRGIN SAINTS OF THE BENEDICTINE ORDER 


St. Vlechtilde 


rb RS 

N 1291, that is, about seven years before St. Mechtilde’s 
Own death, the saint was called upon to make a very 
great sacrifice in the person of her sister and Abbess, 
Gertrude of Hackeborn, who died in the odor of sanc- 
tity after having governed the monastery with great 
prudence and charity for forty years. ‘She lived in most fervent love 
and devotion towards God, with wonderful tenderness and watchful- 
ness towards others, and in humility with regard to herself,’’ wrote 
St. Gertrude the Great, who was.also one of her spiritual daughters. 
“Her life had bloomed like a beautiful rose in the sight of God and man 
when, after forty years, she was seized with apoplexy. All those who 
knew her can understand how deeply the shaft aimed by the hand of 
the Most High to bring back to Himself from this miserable world that 
noble soul, so full of virtues, sank into the hearts of all those who lived 
under her guidance.”’ 

During her illness, her daughters, fearing that if they were de- 
prived of the light, the example and the guidance of so tender a mother 
they might forsake the straight paths of perfection, took refuge in 
most earnest prayer to the Father of mercies, begging for her cure. 
As He is sovereignly good, He did not disdain the prayers of His poor 
children, and, though it was not expedient that He should hear them 
by curing their mother, at least He heard them by consoling them, and 
making them share by their joy in her beatitude. For five whole 
months the Abbess was deprived of the use of her speech, so that, not 
being able to express her wishes or her wants, frequently the very op- 
posite of what she required was done by those attending her. She 
showed not the slightest annoyance at this: only at times she would 
smile sweetly at her incapacity to make herself understood. When 
the nuns, who visited her constantly during that time, expressed their 
grief on account of her sufferings and their fear of losing her, she 
comforted them by signs and showed her grateful sense of their love. 

She had lost the use of one of her limbs by her malady, and the 
other — on which she supported herself — caused her intense pain; 
yet she would try to hide her agony so as not to be prevented from 
dragging herself to the choir for daily Mass, at which she assisted 
with such attention as to appear insensible to her pain; while the tears 
which she shed during the celebration of the adorable Mysteries bore 
witness to the devotion of her heart. 

The day before her death she asked to be carried to the bedside 
of one of the nuns who was very ill,* in order to console her by her 
blessing and presence. She was then carried back to her own bed, 





*This was probably St. Mechtilde, who was very ill at the time and unable to 
be with her sister. 
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extreme unction was administered, and she entered into her agony. 
St. Gertrude, who was kneeling beside her, saw Our Lord enter the 
room, accompanied by His Blessed Mother and St. John the Evangelist, 
to whom the Abbess had been particularly devoted; while in the corner 
were a number of chained devils giving vent to their rage at the triumph 
of one who had so completely overcome them. Gertrude noticed that 
Christ and His holy companions kept near the bed of the dying Abbess, 
who breathed forth her soul into the hands of her Divine Spouse as 
the words of the Passion, “inclinato capite, emisit spiritum — and bow- 
ing His head, He gave forth His spirit’? were being read aloud by one 
of the Sisters attending her. 

A few days later, the religious assembled for the funeral rites of 
their beloved Mother and Abbess. When they brought her body into 
the church they prostrated before the altar, offering to God their tears 
and begging for strength and resignation in the heavy cross He had 
laid upon them, when suddenly the saintly Abbess appeared before 
them in great glory, and, as though still fulfilling her office of Superior 
and Mother, presented a petition to the Blessed Trinity in favor of all 
who had been under her care. 

The death, so precious in the sight of God, of her sister and 
Abbess, made St. Mechtilde look forward all the more expectantly to 
the hour of her own‘release. From that time her infirmity increased, 
and her sufferings redoubled, so that she was obliged to remain in bed. 
She was often perturbed because of the trouble she gave to the nuns 
who waited on her, and also because she feared that they did more for 
her than was absolutely necessary. But Our Lord set her heart at 
rest on this point by telling her that she need have no fear, since He 
took as done to Himself all that was done for her, and rewarded those 
who nursed her as though they had nursed Himself, counting every 
step they took in her service. 

Mechtilde’s humility betrays itself in her fear of giving trouble to 
others, but the nuns looked upon it in quite another light, considering 
themselves privileged if they might be with her. Besides, they still 
continued to come to her with their troubles and difficulties, and she 
never appeared too weary or too ill to listen to them. Even at the 
last, when she could scarcely speak, the Sisters came to her with the 
different intentions they particularly wished her to commend to God, 
or with those of their friends; and if she could say no more, she would 
at least show her interest and answer, “Yes, willingly!” At times, 
when the convulsive movements of her body showed how she was racked 
with pain, she would still find a smile and a pressure of the hand for 
those around her. Before her death she asked the Blessed Virgin to 
take under her special protection the nuns from whom she was about to 
take leave, reminding her that as she herself had always tried, in every 
way possible, to help them, so, now that she was about to die, she 
entrusted them with great confidence to Mary’s Motherly care; and 
Our Lady, tenderly caressing her, promised to love and protect them 
with special affection. 

At length, on the second last Sunday after Pentecost, in the year 
1298, Mechtilde understood that her end was at hand, and began to 








90 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


prepare for her passage into eternity. She had been ill so long, and 
had so often seemed at the point of death, that her superiors did not 
think there was any immediate danger of death, and would have de- 
layed the administration of the last sacraments. But St. Gertrude, 
who was attending her, and was a witness to all the wonderful favors 
vouchsafed to her in those last days, begged her superior not to put 
off the administration of Extreme Unction, since she had but a few 
more days to live. 

On Tuesday, Mechtilde entered into her agony, and all the nuns 
assembled round her to assist with the accustomed prayers. During 
her long agony, which lasted nearly two days, her sufferings were 
intense, and she would gasp out from time to time the words, “O good 
Jesus! O sweet Jesus!’’ showing that in the midst of cruel pains her 
heart was at peace. Several times during the day and night the Sisters 
gathered round her bed to recite the prayers for the dying, thinking 
that her strength must give way at any moment, Yet she lingered on; 
and when St. Gertrude asked Our Lord the reason why, He answered: 
“Because, although she is racked with divers and continual pains, she 
trusts ever in My love, and believes it will profit her unto eternal sal- 
vation; and, persevering in unceasing thanksgiving, she commits her- 
self to My Providence with perfect confidence.” 

Wednesday, November 19th, was the joyful day upon which 
Christ had resolved to give to His faithful spouse the sleep of eternal 
repose after all the fatigues, weariness and sufferings of her earthly 
pilgrimage. Those who were watching by St. Mechtilde — amongst 
them the Abbess Sophia and St. Gertrude — suddenly saw her face 
light up with an expression of unutterable sweetness, while by her ges- 
tures (for she was speechless) she seamed to be inviting them to share 
in her joy. Then St. Gertrude saw Our Lord enter the sick room in all 
His majesty; standing by the bedside, He began to sing in a voice sur- 
passing all description, recompensing the dying saint for the many 
times she had charmed His Divine Heart by the sweetness of her sing- 
ing and the fervor of her devotion. The words He sang were these: 
“Come, blessed of My Father, and take possession of the kingdom pre- 
pared for thee,’”’ thus ratifying the promise He had made to her many 
years before, when He gave her His Sacred Heart as a pledge. “And 
now,” He asked, “where is My pledge?’ Thereupon Mechtilde re- 
stored to Him His Sacred Heart, and with It her own, to rest on that 
Divine Heart forevermore, and to taste Its delights for all eternity. 

“There,” continues St. Gertrude, “may she be mindful of those 
who think of her, and may she by her holy prayers obtain for us at 
least some drops of that superabundance of delights from Him with 
whom she now forms but one spirit, and with whom she will triumph 
forever.”’ 

The day after Mechtilde’s death, St. Gertrude and another holy 
soul were privileged to receive a most consoling revelation concerning 
her. Our Lord told them that, by an excess of His goodness, not a 
single soul had been condemned to hell on the day she left the world; 
that all the sinners who died on that day had repented in answer to 
her prayers; and that He had not allowed those who had hardened 
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their hearts against every grace to expire until the following day, in 
order that so terrible a judgment as that of damnation might not have 
to be passed on a day of such great solemnity and of such unmingled 
joy to Himself and the whole heavenly court. 

Finally, Our Lord promised that He would look with special love 
on all who should have a devotion to St. Mechtilde for His sake; that 
He would draw them more closely to Himself; and that all who ren- 
dered Him thanks for the favors He had bestowed upon her should 
have a share in her merits and great consolation at the hour of death. 


A Prayer Taken from the Office of St. Mechtilde 


O God, who in the most devoted heart of Thy virgin, Mechtilde, 
didst make for Thyself a pleasing dwelling-place, grant to us, we be- 
seech Thee, by the intercession of this holy virgin, that while we live 
we may be always raised in spirit from earthly to heavenly things, 
and may likewise triumph with her in the resurrection of the just. Amen. 


Messengers of Mercy 


HE holy souls in purgatory are often referred to as the 
POOREST OF THE POOR because they are utterly helpless 
and can do nothing to alleviate their sufferings or hasten 
their deliverance. This title might also be fittingly applied 
to the poor, destitute war victims of Europe who were left helpless, 
homeless and penniless by the ravages of the most devastating war the 
world has ever known. 

Week after week, month after month, yes, year after year, these 
poor sufferers have had only the barest means of existence, living al- 
ways in the hope that conditions would be improved so they could 
again become self-supporting. But through no fault of theirs, their 
state of destitution continues, and they must continue to hold out their 
wasted hands in a pitiful plea for food to keep them from starvation 
and for clothes to cover their emaciated bodies, to say nothing of the 
many other necessaries of life which they utterly lack. 

May our dear readers then bear with us if we continue to plead 
in their name — yes, in the Name of Jesus, whose members they are, 
and who deigns to identify Himself with the suffering and afflicted — 
for assistance in the form of alms, clothing, shoes (new or worn) etc., 
to bring some relief to the many who appeal for help. And to aid 
us in the discharge of a task which altogether exceeds our powers, we 
will be most grateful if those who are able will apply to us for ad- 
dresses of needy convents, families, and individuals, and send some 
food and clothing packages direct. God will most certainly reward 
with special blessings those who in this way practice the great corporal 
works of charity and become messengers of mercy in His Name. 

Kindly address all offerings and packages to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Little [rovers’ [reague 





@5 HE Blessed Sacrament, the Sacred Heart, and the Precious 
Blood are closely united to one another. Jesus is truly pres- 

ent, as God and Man, in the consecrated Bread and Wine upon 
the altar. His Sacred Heart and Precious Blood are both truly there 
in the Sacred Host and the Chalice, just as they were present in His 
visible Body when He lived as a man on earth. The Church wants us 
to give special honor to the Blessed Sacrament and to worship It as 
being Jesus Himself. She wants us to adore, praise and thank Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament and to make up for the sins committed against 
Our Lord. 

But she also asks us to practice special devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus as the sign of His infinite love towards us. We know 
it was love that made Him become man and die on the Cross amid 
cruel sufferings, to save us from the neverending pains of hell, and 
to obtain for us the everlasting joys of heaven. In June you honored 
the Sacred Heart and gave many proofs of your love. 

The month of July is consecrated to the PRECIOUS BLOOD. It 
cost Jesus the shedding of His Blood to redeem us. For this reason, 
we say the Precious Blood is the PRICE of our salvation. It is the 
Gift of the Sacred Heart, the proof of His love for us. The Precious 
Blood deserves our love and adoration, for It is the Blood of God 
Himself. It should be very “precious” to us, for It has opened heaven 
to us, and merited the pardon of our sins, which It washes away in the 
sacraments of baptism and penance. It has won for us every grace we 
need and desire. It pleads for us in Holy Mass. We receive It into 
our souls in Holy Communion, and we are made holy by It. The Pre- 
cious Blood fills us with love for God and holy things. We should 
love the Precious Blood and show gratitude to It. During July try 
very hard to venerate and love It, especially by receiving the sacra- 
ments fervently and assisting devoutly at Holy Mass. Also say daily 
some special prayer in Its honor. 


Practice: In honor of the Precious Blood, repeat 5 times each 
day the aspiration given below. Spend a few moments daily thinking 
of Jesus shedding His Blood for you on the Cross, and offering It to 
His Heavenly Father to atone for your sins, in holy Mass. Go to Holy 
Mass on the feast of the Precious Blood, July 1st, and receive Holy 
Communion. 


Aspiration: Love, praise, thanksgiving and adoration be at every 
moment to the Precious Blood of Jesus, by angels and men! 
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A White Lily for Jesus 


RDINARILY there is nothing more precious to a person than his 

life. Saving our life is the first thought that comes to our minds 
in accidents and dangers. But we learned from our catechism that 
we ought to take more care of our soul than of our body, so if it 
should ever become necessary either to give up our life or to commit 
a grievous sin, we should be ready to die. This willingness to die, 
and giving up one’s life rather than deny the Catholic Faith, or com- 
mit some other grievous sin, is what makes martyrs. 

Blessed Maria 
Goretti, about 
whom we shall 
tell you this 
month, died as a 
martyr. Maria 
was the third 
oldest of six 
children. - Maria’s 
parents were 
very poor but 
God-fearing, and 
trained their 
children by word 
and example to 
be virtuous. Ma- 
ria was only ten 
when her father 
died. This was a 
hard trial for the 
family, but Ma- 
ria’s training 
bore good fruit, 
for her mother 
found that even 
at that early age 
she could trust 
Maria to do the 
housework, pre- 
pare meals, do 
the mending, and 
look after her 
younger brothers 
and sisters, while she herself worked in the fields to earn a living. Peo- 
ple used to notice how good and obedient Maria was. If sent on an 
errand she never delayed on the way, but did it as quickly as possible. 

Maria loved to go to church, though she had to walk nine miles. 
She would kneel very reverently before the Blessed Sacrament, and 
pray with great attention. Every evening the family prayed the Ro- 
sary together. This was one of Maria’s favorite prayers, for she ten- 
derly loved the Blessed Virgin, after whom she had been named. Maria 
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made her First Communion with great fervor when eleven years old. 
She promised Jesus never to offend Him, and above all to avoid every 
sin of impurity. Once, having heard a companion use bad language, 
Maria exclaimed to her mother, “Oh, how wickedly that girl talks! 
I would rather die than talk like that!” 

The Goretti family shared their home with their landlord, who was 
a widower, and his son, Allessandro. For lack of a mother’s care, the 
boy had fallen in with bad companions and evil ways. He took delight 
in reading bad stories, which filled his mind and heart with evil 
thoughts and impure desires. Several times he secretly tried to get 
Maria to commit sin with him, but Maria, in great alarm, refused even 
when he threatened to kill her. She tried never to be alone with him, 
but one day when her mother and other members of the family were 
working in the fields, Allessandro, who had come back to the house, 
found Maria by herself on the porch, mending one of his shirts. He 
called her to come inside, but she refused to do so unless he told her 
what he wanted. Enraged, Allessandro ran out and dragged her into 
the house, determined to force her to do what he wanted. He showed 
her a dagger and said, “I will kill you, if you don’t do it!” Maria 
screamed, “What are you doing, Allessandro? No! No! No! Itisa 
sin, and you will go to hell. I won’t doit. No! No!” She tried to 
call her mother, but Allessandro quickly grabbed the knife and plunged 
it into her over a dozen times. Maria fell to the floor covered with 
blood, and Allessandro fled. In spite of her wounds, Maria dragged 
herself to the door and called Allessandro’s father who was not far 
away. She told him what had happened and then became unconscious. 
Maria’s mother and the neighbors were filled with grief at the terrible 
thing Allessandro had done, and with sorrow for poor Maria, who was 
in great pain. Maria was taken to the hospital, but nothing could be 
done to save her life. She was prepared to die. It was a great joy to 
her when the priest enrolled her in the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin. 

Before giving her the last sacraments, the priest asked Maria if 
she forgave the man who stabbed her. Maria’replied, “Yes, Father, 
for the love of God I forgive him, and I want him, too, to come to 
heaven with me.’’ A beautiful peace shone upon her face when she 
received Holy Viaticum. She showed great patience and resignation 
in her sufferings, and died very calmly a little after three o’clock, on 
July 6, 1902, at the age of twelve years. 

Maria was a martyr because she died rather than commit a sin of 
impurity, and because for love of God she forgave her enemy. At once 
people prayed to her for favors, and obtained many spiritual graces 
and miracles. In this way God showed His pleasure in Maria. Last 
year our Holy Father, the Pope, said we might called her “Blessed.” 


Allessandro was found and tried for his crime. He was sentenced 
to hard work in prison for thirty years. In time, probably through 
Maria’s prayers, he repented of his sins, and began to live as a good 
Catholic. He was released from prison before the thirty years were 
over, and now spends his life doing penance for his wicked deeds. 

Pray to this little girl-martyr to help you be pure. Learn from 
Allessandro to avoid bad companions, evil books and magazines. 
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The Precious Blood and Purgatory 
Sanaa Saat eae 


HRISTIAN art has often represented the redeeming 

Blood flowing from the Holy Wounds of our Cru- 

cified Savior and from the priest’s chalice over souls 

plunged in the terrible fires of purgatory. Angels 

are also depicted, who receive the Precious Blood and as messengers 

of pardon and peace carry It to the poor prisoners, whose eyes are 

fixed on the celestial chalice, and whose arms are outstretched in ardent 

and trusting supplication. This portrayal of the efficacy of the Precious 

Blood in behalf of the poor souls is based on dogmatic truth, for there 

is no means so efficacious in helping them as the Precious Blood, Nor 

are there any more helpless, more desirous of the Precious Blood than 
these suffering souls. 

Purgatory is a place of banishment and suffering. As such it is 
characterized by Our Lord as a prison, of which He said: “Thou wilt 
not come out from it until thou hast paid the last penny” (Matt. v. 26). 
St. Paul further describes this prison in these words: “But he shall 
be saved, yet so as through fire” (1 Cor. iii. 15). “Poor souls, in- 
deed,” exclaims St. Leonard of Port Maurice, “whose earthly banish- 
ment is at an end, but who are forbidden to enter the promised land. 
They have claim to heavenly riches, but suffer extreme destitution. 
They are kings and queens every one, but in bondage. Glorious vic- 
tors all, but yet uncrowned. Companions of the angels, yet tormented 
by evil spirits. Citizens of heaven, yét in the bowels of the earth. God 
is their Spouse, but as yet their Judge, whose Justice has obliged Him 
to ‘deliver them to the torturers.’ ” 

While the stains of sin with which these souls sullied their bap- 
tismal robe here on earth are all cleansed the moment they enter the 
next world, so that they are at once constituted in perfect holiness and 
are therefore called “holy” souls, their retention in the expiatory flames 
of purgatory is necessary to enable them to discharge the debt of pun- 
ishment contracted by sins indeed forgiven, but not entirely atoned for 
during life. They are there to acquit themselves of an obligation, to 
pay “the last farthing.” 

The Church teaches that these prisoners are themselves powerless 
in the expiatory flames of purgatory, but that we have copious means 
at our disposal to help them by reason of the Communion of Saints 
and through vicarious satisfaction, by our good works and indulgences, 
and, above all, by the oblation of the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The 
sacrificial Blood of the Mass offered in behalf of the suffering souls 
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cancels the penalty for which they are held captives more readily than 
do the fires of purgatory. 

The mercy of God manifests itself wonderfully by the multiplied 
means of pardon and the opportunities we have to help them. By ap- 
plying to them the satisfactory merits.of Holy Mass, as well as those 
of our indulgences and of our good works, which are granted to us 
in virtue of the Blood of Jesus, we lose nothing. Indeed, we gain ad- 
ditional merit and expiate our own sins, for “Charity covers a multi- 
tude of sins” (1 Pet. iv. 8). “Grace increases in proportion as. we 
give, and the crock of oil emptied by charity into the vessels brought 
to the one who fills, overflows the more for what it pours out” (Peter 
of Blois). 

Like holy mendicants, the poor souls implore our charity. They 
see the holy well of the Precious Blood overflowing on our altars, but, 
like the poor man at the pool of Bethsaida, they must wait for some 
angel to move the waters of this sacred pool in their behalf. The angels 
ever adoring the Blessed Sacrament are willing, and await our bidding 
to be the ministers of our mercy; for this Precious Blood is ours to 
receive, ours to dispose of. It is estimated that there are some 
350,000 Holy Masses said daily, and at every Mass there are countless 
angels present. Let us invite these angels all over the world to take 
these 350,000 chalices of Precious Blood and bring them to St. Michael, 
the guardian of purgatory, that he may present this priceless Treasure 
to the Heavenly Father for the relief and release of the suffering souls. 
We can all do this every time we assist at Holy Mass, as well as by 
making the daily intention of doing so for all the Masses to be cele- 
brated that day. We shall thereby cause unspeakable joy to the Di- 
vine Victim, whose Heart’s Blood will thus fill purgatory with consola- 
tion, and we ourselves will find a new delight in assisting at Holy 
Mass in this simple way of honoring the Precious Blood and perform- 
ing so great a work of mercy. 

Spiritual Vitamin for July 
By the sevenfold sheding of Thy Precious Blood, have mercy 


on us, O Jesus! 
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FOR JULY DEVOTIONS 


The Mysteries of Mary — Considerations on fifteen of Mary’s prin- 
cipal feasts, including the Visitation, 


July 2, and Our Lady of Mount Carmel, July 16. Suggests a daily practice 
in honor of each mystery; also includes a novena prayer. 10¢ 


Liturgical Novenas & Triduums for Feasts of the Blessed Virgin 











The novenas and triduums, drawn exclusively from the Liturgy, have 
found a wide appeal among religious and the laity. Forty feasts are in- 
cluded, extending throughout the year, those for July being: the Visitation; 
Scapular of Mount Carmel; Humility of Mary; Mary, Mother of Mercy. The 
second part of the booklet contains an excellent explanation of DeMontfort’s 
“True Devotion to Mary” and beautiful prayers. 15¢ 


To Jesus through Mary —_ DeMontfort’s “secret of grace,” and how 
re nen i eae 10¢ 


to practice it. 
St. Benedict, the Beloved of God — An inspiring account of the 


life and miracles of St. Bene- 
dict and his wonderful medal. Suitable for a novena before the feast of 
his Solemnity (July 11), or for special prayers at any time of the year. 10¢ 


Good St. Anne — (Feast, July 26) — A devotional booklet on the 
veneration of St. Anne and her powerful inter- 
cession. Proper of the Mass for her feast, litany and many other prayers. 10¢ 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Benedictine Lay Brother, Workman of the Lord 


And the Lord, seeking His own laborer in the multitude of the people, 
to whom He proclaimeth these words, saith again: “Who is he that desireth 
life, who loveth to see good days?” — (Prologue to Rule of St. Benedict.) 


This invitation of the Lord is extended not only to those whom 
He chooses to serve Him in the holy priesthood, but also to those 
whom He calls to be Lay Brothers. The Lay Brother's life is spent in 
prayer and work. It is a happy life, for this twofold program makes 
each of his days “‘good days,”” assuring him that he will see “‘life eter- 
nal” if he is faithful. He finds real joy in the thought that by employ- 
ing his talents in one or several of the diverse occupations of the mon- 
astery, he is rendering invaluable assistance to the priests and help- 
ing to make their labors the more fruitful. 

Young men and boys who feel an attraction to the Benedictine 
Brotherhood are invited to correspond with 


Rev. Brother Instructor, Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri 








Practical Spiritual Booklets 


Devotion to the Precious Blood — A short treatise on the excel- 
lence of devotion to the Precious Blood; practical suggestions how to honor 
It; proper of the Mass for the feast, July 1; other prayers. 10¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord, Part I & I] — 
Companion booklets, enabling the user to participate in the spirit of the 
Liturgy in all of Our Lord’s feasts. Part I contains_the feasts of Our Lord 
from Advent to Pentecost; Part II, from Pentecost to Advent, includes also 
the feast of the Precious Blood. Each booklet, 96 pages; 15¢ each. 


My Daily Companion at Mass — A profitable way to assist at 
Holy Mass by using the ordinary prayers of the Mass in conjunction with 
specially selected proper parts, intended for those who do not use a missal. 
Printed in Latin and English to allow participation in the Missa Recitata, or 
“recited Mass.’’ Daily prayers, confession and Communion prayers make 
this a very practical and handy booklet. 10¢ 


A Novena of Communions — A series of reflections on Holy Com- 
munion, based on the Beatitudes, and arranged for a Novena of Communions. 
May also be used for visits, Holy Hours, etc. 10¢ 


Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus — Is recommended for Com- 
munion devotions, visits, Holy Hours, and a Eucharistic novena. Consists 
of considerations on the Real Presence, Holy Mass, Holy Communion, Eu- 
charistic Friendship, and the Eucharistic Gift, arranged in nine loving con- 
versations. 10¢ 


Frem Earth to Heaven — An ascetical booklet on the meaning 
and purpose of life, the principles by which a Christian should be guided, and 
the meams of rightly ordering one’s life so as to attain eternal salvation and 
the beatitude of heaven. 10¢ 


Why Not Make Your Home Ideal? — Outlines a complete pro- 
gram for child training and the sanctification of home life according to 
Catholic ideals which make for harmony and happiness in the home. An 
appropriate gift to the newly-wed or those contemplating marriage. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








